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present activities. 


Subject. Mxs.¥,Livanoff alias Victoria Seou - 


Made by... D.S.t, Prokofiev. _ Forscarded hy 


information has been received to the effect 
that Mrs. V.LIVANOFF alias Victoria SEOU etc.,who forms 
the subject of Special Branch file D-6578,is at present 
operating,under the name of “rs.K.V.P.TOLL, an enterprise 
known as the“SHaANGHAI BUREAU OF BUSINHSS SHERVICH" with 
an office at 159 ©eking Road,2nd Floor ( Tel.19066 ). 
the enterprise is reported to have been established some 
time during 1939 and at first was located at 88 Nanking 
Road in a room of the office occupied by Clarke's In-= 
quiry & Protection agency. In November last it was re- 


moved to its present address. 


sg dee No information is available so far regarding 

Ypethor wie. the exact nature of the business conducted by Mre.Toll. 
N qlat owe 

Ya _ it appears to be an employment bureau,but there are rea- 


Fh sons to believe that it undertakes other kinds of busi- 
ness as well. 
+t will be recalled that Toll was the name of 


Mrs. Livanoff's second husband. 


D. Cc. ( Special Branch ). 
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May 26, 37. 


Complaint laid by Mrs. Litvwanoff alias Victoria Seou 


In connection with the complaint laid by Mrs. Litvanorf 
alias Victoria seou etc. against her husband from whom she is 
separated, I have to report that Mra. Litvanoff is the 
notorious brothel keeper and procuress for all forms of 
debauchery. She is still conducting a bawdy house at 
Japaneee Terrace Noel, 237, Dixwell Road, 0-.0O-L. At present, 
two Russian and four Chinese females are kept on the premises. 
More are available and may be reached by telephone provided 
those present do not meet with the approval of visitors. 

This address is a house of anatcnawiuar in addition to the 
ordinary vrothel business, Mre. Litvanoff is also able to 
provide males for female clients. 

The information to the effect that Litvanoff alias 
Nicolas, her husband is conducting a brethel at Lanse 1385/8 ant 
Moulmein Road is correct. Not only is he meeping a bretheli 
but he is willing to sponsor immoral practices of any inf. 

This particular brothel appears in the massage colum of the 
Evening Post and the China Press as “Miss Belen, electric 
massage and manicure, 136 Moulmein Road, House Noe?, near 
weihaiwei Road.* The premises were visited by membere ef 


the special Braneh ant Litwancff alias Nicolas, who resiaep 
at 640 weihaiwei Read was in attendances. There was no AN ; 
perephernalia to suggest a maceage establishusnt at this) (< | 
adéreas which is just a brothei. There were four Reseian ; 
females present. To an enquixy fer the ewer of the business, 
the females after come hesitation enlled Litwaneff imto the 

reeeption roem. After a eenvertation on erGinary tepiee 

for seme time, LA ee eaeneaiong See era ; 
G1 mot arouse interest stated wat neiwuiisiel 


extraordinary entertainment. He contimed that he could 
stage an exhibition between a Ruasian male and French female, 
an exhibition of Lesbianiam between two Frensh females, and 
naked dancing. He explained that the house at 136/2 
Moulmein Road did not lend itself to a display of this kind 
and that he would prefer to stage it at No.3l Japansse 
Terrace, off Dixwell Road, O.0eL- 
The maseage house or brothel at 136/32 Moulmein Road 

is conducted by three prsons, Mademe Zoya, a red haired 
female who formerly conducted a boarding heuse at 72 Route 
Vallon, Nicolas Litwanoff, and his present perumeur “vyereniea." 
Veronica was formrily a prostitute in Mrs. Litvanoff's brethel 
at No.l Japansse Terrace, Dixwell Road, 0.0.L. and the affair 
between Litvanoff and vwronica leading to his osparation 2 ‘ 
Mra. Litwaneff obviously instigated Mre. Litwanoff to lay 
the present complaint against her hustbend. when Litvenet® 
and Veronica decided to leave Mre. Litvaneff, they berrewed. 
9600 from Indian money lenders avi are finding great es 

a’.fficulty in repaying this sum. They are at present living: 
together in two amall rooms at 640 weihaiwei Read. rani 
eceupant of these two rooms is the ex-cashier ef the “Magh 
Diamond," an enterprise formerly conducted by tas Li’ . 


named “Loh* amd Hieslas Litwanoff is said te be , 
indebted to him. “Leh" is also said to held ene ef tm 
copies of the deed ef partnership dram up in reep et wf . ! 
1936/2 Mewlusin Road en behalf ef “voreniene* age % 
Other r2eidents of 1396/8 Noulmein Real are 
PaderevVahy, a Russian newspepermen, ani Giumleovaty alias 


Shmulevitch, paramour of Madame Zoya anc the stepson of 
Jonin, the well known ereok- 

The establishment at 69 Sun Avenue isa also a brothel 
and at the time it was visited there were three Russian 
females presente Unfortunately the manageress "Miss Olive" 
was absent. According to the females, this establishment 
is an ordinary brothel so it would appear that Litvanoff 
has not yet assumed control. Information from other sources 
is to the effect that he is negotiating for partnership in 
this enterprise, but his comnection with it has not been 
definitely established. 

This establishment appears in the massage colum 
of the Shanghai Evening Post as “Miss Olive gives massage 
manicure ami pino bath, 69 Sun Aveme, Bubbling well Road." 
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wander the nue of the: “Salon ov Love",wvuere ousiness is con- 


ducted on the lines indicuted in t.c attnucheg trunsiution trom 


_the “Novosti mia" Jited 26-2-37. 


= fue editor of; the “Novosti smia" nus oeen unsxole _ 


to furnish uny further inrormation on the subject. in this cone 


= _meesion it shoulda we bornmgin mind ti.t on account oz tiis news=- 
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_ Un the other hand,rumours have it that urs V.Li- 


_ Van off 


_lius Lily vesmonde ulias Victoria Seou etc. is not a 


| ubove suspicion in this respect. this individual is the pro- _ 


| prietress of u brothel at No 237 Dixwell Koad (Chinese terri- 


tory,e she information che volunteered durin, tire course of a. 


n emncgroemneents eee 


_ conversution with tvo police officers in Jaemuary ,1936 (vide wn 


report duted 13-1-36) seems to corroborate the suspicions 


‘ ‘ egiinst her, slovever,no tungible evidence is so fur avuiluble. 
LE hess Deen leurned privately thut enquiries made | 
into this matter by the wrench Yolice have failed to substanti- | 
ate the allesution of the “Novosti onia". 
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hai. -udum,yie have here whe most hundsome men in shun shui, 
“ull of sex appeal. #ith them you can experience every plea- 
sure. Vur ..ddreSs iSceceece 


Purther conversation depends on the c.aructer oi the lady who 
receives tne call. if she likes exciting thrills,she will waxe 
a note of the address and ask aguin the number of tlie house in 
ord -r to isuke sure. if she is indignant over tiie insolence of 
the caller,sche will hang vp the receivere 


the avove dialogue is not a phantasy. Unfortunutely,it is the 
dreadful end oitter feality of the dissolute shanghai, tele- 
phone calls and offers of this nature huve by no means been a 
rarity in shanghai since some time of late. 


Preference is given to Russian ladies who ure married to wealthy 
foreigners. 


the offers are made in Russian and,judging from certain details, 
the master mind of this disgusting novelty is,unfortunately, a 
Hussian who in the past was a great specialist in organizing — 
similar dense 


ress of the "Salon of Love" and that an end will be put to the 
ES xistence ofthe abominable establishment disgracing our:.city, 
Sj, while its organizers will be requested to leave the city. 


ang is to be hoped that the Police will be informed of the ad- 


PS i s Mr. Ael. Veiss, the editor of the 
NOVOSTI DNIA has been communicated with. He is .imable to, give 
the address of the place referred to in the above. translation, 
but promised to let the Police Sere as soon as he has. Fogedved 
some definite inf ormati one 
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REPORT 


On the night of January 10/11/1936, the undersigned, 
...accompanied by D. I. Russ, visited the Dixwell Road area _ 
. in order to check up on_a new brothel the existence of which  _ 
became known when a Chinese forwarded to the Commissioner 
__.of Police two invitation cards printed in characters 
indicating that " a paradise" of some eighty or more 


“high-class beautiful European and American girls" was about _ 
—_to be opened at No- 237 Dixwell Road in the fung Yang Lung _ 
opposite Urga Road. Seiad 
____Unable to find this_number we approached a Chapei police. 
man standing at the mouth of the alleyway and asked him if . 
—_he_knew where the foreign brothel in question was situated. 
hout any hesitation whatsoever he pointed to House No. 1 


es a ee 


PRIYA 


4 ng Yang ng alleywg hich is policed by the Shanghai .__ 
Public Safety Bureau. _Only one side of the house, that _ 


D aces Dixwe Road 8 on a municipal highway. 


.in_the alleyway. | Access to this house is gained from the ‘ | 


e house is in Chinese territory municipal rates 

gs have to be paid by the tenants. it is the 

he National Commercial Bank and the rent is 

month. Nicholas Livanoff took over the lease on 
935,» ng rates and taxes in advance for _— 
ene two remaining months of the first quarter. Like mar 
more of the tenants of houses on this extra-Settlement road 
initial payment and thus obteining 
refused to make any further 
pates and taxes to the Council. , ee 
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colloquy with the "boy" who opened the door. As the only _ 
_figure visible on the door was a "1" we enquired of the. — __. 
_ Chinese "boy", who answered our ring, whether the house 
was indeed No. 237 Dixwell Road. He replied that it was 
_and_made no objections to our entering when he saw that. 
_were in possession of the Chinese guest cards which were 


forwarded to the Commissioner. whe room on the ground 


__floor into which we were ushered was divided in the middle  _ 
_by a heavy dark curtain. As this curtain was drawn we 


_could not see what lay beyond in the other portion of the 
OOM. _ the part of the room in which we found ourselves _ 
Was furnished with a settee, a few easy chairs and two 
amall tables. In one corner of the room was a musical re 
_Machine manufactured in Chicago, which could be made to 
¢ on by inserting a 20 cent piece in the slot provided __ 


for the purpwee-. After a brief wait a middle aged woman,  _ 
whom we discovered OQ be he prop etresa of the brothe 
hobbled in on crutches. Although J had seen this woman : 
but once before hich er features were 

oncealed b bla pak with cowled hood which she wore 
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alias Lily Desmonde alias Victoria Seou etc. 
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dye to injuries which she received about a year agoe At. 
that time she was conducting a bawdy house in the French = 
Concession. Its evil reputation was becoming known far 
and wide and one night the French Police made a sudden and 


unexpected raid on the premises. In her haste to dodge 


the Police and avoid arrest Mrs. Livanoff fell down a 


about the same as in other establishments of this kind: 


beer was one dollar a bottle; while a brandy, whisky, or 


packet of cigarettes also cost one dollar. 
aren As Mrs. Livanoff was said to become qite talkative 


_a few drinks, we ordered a few rounds and saw that 

-her glass was kept filled. By dint of much skilful 
questioning and by patiently listening to the woman's Phang tne 
hatter a fair amount of information was obtained from here  _ 


She gave her name ag Nicholas, which is the first name of 
d_abi e eighty or more _ 


European and American girls whom the establishment claimed 
9 have engaged for the delectation of its habitues, she 
ed that if rec ed these could be obtained by means es 
of a tele phone call to their respective homes. a 
we had been seated abo a quarter of an hour when 
noises from the portion of the rooms screened from our 
vision by the dark curtain warned us that something was 
abo 9 happen. The ain was pulled to one side giving 
n uninterrupted ew o nree harlots, two of whe 
appeared to be Russian and one Chinese, reelining on the 
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formed a sort of alcove across the ceiling of which were 
strung several _ rows of small electric lamps of variegated 
colaurs which flickered on and off. Possibly this 
arrangement had some bearing on the "Paradise" described 

on the attached visiting cards. fhe three prostitutes 
posing on the floor were inadequately clad in gossamer-like _ 


was enhanced by an imitation red rose, completed the 
ensemble. _ AS neither Inspector Ross nor myself seemed 


over eager to get on more intimate terms with the star 


performers in this_semi-nudist act, they became somewhat —— 


__restless and began to complain of the cold. The Chinese 


girl, who did not appear_to be more than sixteen years of 


_age, scrambled to her feet and climbed on top offthe 


_Yradiator and sat there shivering. This somewhat spoiled _ 
___the general effect, so one of the Russian women came over 


___and asked if she could borrow a great-coat from one of us, 
as she, too, felt a little chilly. In the meantime a _ 
pa of French people were heard talking in the passage, = 
and the other Russian girl, who apparently did not regard 

Ke prospects, seized her opportunity to slip 


0 and otercenp heme e did not have an opportunity 
to examine the bedrooms to see what was meant by the 


Bpecia ong ieted beds and chairs described on the 
admission cards printed in Chinese. 
_______ Altogether there did not appear to be more than six 
oreion Rusaian Orog utes on he premises. here were 


no Ame an g a in evidens although Mrs. anoff : 
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| Stated that some coulc quickly be called if required. _ 


“ Ze Sathered from Mrs. Livanoff's remarks that "respectable" 

—_marriec women whose husbancs are unable to satisfy their 

sexual appetites were in the habit of visiting the establish- _ _ 

_Ment and making use of the services of ijolos employed there. 
These women, stated Mrs. Livanoff, are of American, En Ligh 


and ench nationality and invariably wear masks in order to 


avoid recognition. If_she is to be believed, there are two 


kinds of gigolos - the Red, and the Blue. Those termed Red 
gigolos may be hired to accompany women clients to places of 
amusement and a in the apaci Q paid ompanions or 
entertainers to the women who engage them. ‘They are not 

eq ed to give sexual satisfaction to their patrons. On =— 

he other hand; the Blue gigolos are hired either by the hour 
or the night, for the sole purpose of satisfying the lust of  _ 
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services of the prostitutes present at the time of our visit. 


en dolla mas mentioned as the minimum charve fo 

"sho me" with one of the g e This, of course, would 

have to e e he ; be re he 
‘he roman aken npsts 2 e qd rece mR ¢£ a tain 

percentage o he amount paid over for her services d 
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- addition to this she probably manages to extract a_few Saar 
—dollars by way of "cumsha" from the majority of those willing _ 
to pay fifteen or twenty dollars to the management for her 


—_favourse saree pre thea ate = 
It is not known what prophylactic measures, if any, are 


aken to safeguard the health of the prostitutes or the aor, 


equenters of this dive of iniquity, but one of the girls 
__whom we questioned on this point stated that she altowed a 
no man to copulate with her unless he first put two rubber 
Sheaths over his penis. Possibly she exaggerated a little. 
__ During the time we were on the premises business 
peared to he very brisk and one girl was observed to leave 
he room to prostitute herself with at least four different 


___I_have obtained information that Nicholas Livanoff, _ - 
he husband of Mrs anoff, is now running a brothel on 2 
his own account at Noe 142 C. North Szechuen Road, Lane 1000 
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Announcement by "Mrs. Nyi". 

As Mr. Nicoll (?) has removed I hive taken over the estabiish~ |* 
ment from this month. My vresent udidress is £57 Dixwell Road, 
opposite to Urga .oad, first house in Tung Yans Lung. ‘The telephone 
number is 409c€. For your benefit I have encased more than eighty 
high-class beautiful European and .merican girls who will accord 
you tne most entrusiastic reception. The premis.s are furnished 
in the most modern ae ie the chairs :nd beds being specially " 
constructed. You will never care t: go elsewhere once you have 
entered my nouse. 

Within the next few duys a "paradise" will be opened in these i 
premises in imitation of tnose provided in Paris. Within the “pare- 
dise" thers wiil be found thirty charming girls, sitting, standing, [ 
reclining, or dancing. Awaiting your selection they will smile at 
you with the most alluring smile. * 


I take pleasure to send you this announcement with my best 


compliments. pew venes 


ms i cheep A 
$ # ee 7° CPM Gare 
x cay 


ZS 
7) 
s £8 
a, 
a er en cate pe MEE 


ROOMS TO LET 


237 DIXWELL ROAD HOUSE | 
OPPOSITE URGA ROAD 


TEL. 40988 
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With reference to this enquiry, on Saturday last I 


_visited the Chung Wovo Building at 320 Nanking Road in order to __ 


interview the womun advertising as a clairvoyant, 


7 The occupant of Flat 216 is a Chinese doctor named 


Lew Ding (XJ J). It has been sub-divided by the use of 


_partitions into a small entrance hall which serves as an office, 


a doctor's surgery and a small cubicle. This cubicle is 


_Sub-let by the doctor to the advertiser. The doctor was 
inclined to be conversational and tried to get a few particulars 


i 
_from me, probably with the idea of passing them on to the _ 


fortune-teller. I intimated that my visit was made at the 


instance of a lady friend who desired to have her fortune told, — 


_but first of all required to know a few particulars such as the 


| nationality of the palmist, her scale of charges etc. _ 


Although I arrived but shortly before 11 a.m. the 


| cerystal-gazer had still not reached the office. She turned up > 


at about 11.<0 aem., but did not enter straight away. Apparently 


cae NNT EE RIED 


Someone met her outside in the passage and informed her that a 


c client was waiting, for I was invited by the doctor to step into 


0. 
| h fo?” the surgery while she passed by into the cubicle, Probably she 


p : thought that much of the mystery surrounding her profession 
smales eaculd be lost if prospective clients saw her in street attire. 


PF a= 


AID va ew minutes after she had entered her den I was ushered ine 


ne he electricity had been switched off and the place was dimly _— 


lighted by candies set in a brass sconce On a table in one 


corner of the room a human skull] grinned at one, while arranged — 
cross-wise before it were two thigh bones. Tha fortune-teller _ 


was seated at a smal) table woon which was a pack of cards, She ; 
was dressed in a long black gown with a hood and was so swathed | J 
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in this that only her hinds and part of the features were 


visible. As near as I could judge she is a woman of about 


Sixty_years of age. During the course of the tete-a-tete which 
i had with her I learned that her charges were from three to 


fifteen dollars a visit, according to the nature or the seance. 


Crystal gazing is one of the most expensive items in her bag of. 


| tricks. After a certain amount of hesitation she finally 


admitted that she was half Russian and half French, so she is 


probably pure Russian, Her accent was decidedly Russian. She _ 


wanted to know the name of the lady I was supposed to be bringing 


| to see her, When I demurred she said she would be content 


if she knew the Christian name, as if she knew the first name 


of the subject she would be able to tell all about her as she 


|herself was “very strong". 


eee To see how far she would go I suggested helping her __ 
| by bringing a typewritten sheet giving all particulars of the _ 
| lady, who is purely imaginary, provided she woulda help me to win | 
her by putting certain ideas into her head. At first she objected | 
but finally 
while. 


Accordi to a wisiti card which I saw in the room 
her name is Barbara Gophin, 


She is apparently Russian and would therefore come 


D. C. (Special Branch). 
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fifteen dollars a visit, 


Crystal gazing is one of 


ould judge she is a woman of about 
ing the course of the tete-a-tete which 
that her charges were from three to 
according to the nature of the seance. 


the most expensive items in her bag of 


| tricks. After a certuin amount of hesitution she finally 


admitted that she was half Russian and half French, so she is 


| probably pure Russian, Her accent was decidedly Russian. She ~ 


wanted to know the name of the lady I was supposed to be bringing 


_if she knew the Christian name, us if she knew the first name 


of the subject she would be able to tell all about her as she 


__._..___To see how far she would go I suggested helping her 

by bringing a typewritten sheet giving ail particulars of the 
|lady, who is purely imaginary, provided she would help me to win — 
her by putting certain ideas into her head. 


At first she objected 


but finally agreed when I promised to make it well worth her 
while. 


According to a wisiting card which I saw in the room . 


jher name is Barbara Gophin. 
She is apparently Russian and would therefore come 
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THE SHANGHAI TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH _ 13, 


PERSONAL 


gust arrived, Clairvoyant, tells 

fortune through spiritual science 
and connecting with other world. 
Famous palmist and astrologist, etc., 
etc. Office hours: 11-1, 6-9. Appoint- 
ment Tel. 90167 only from 6-9. 216 
Chung Woo Building, 320 Nanking 
Road (Entrance from Shanse Road). 
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Subject (in full) Dag ine Desmondee sees 


Made by. 


va : 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL. POLICE. [ ata 
eee 4 SHAR heli ICHFRAL PoE 

Ae = Soa iglers HE EEE: or 

REWORT /205. | 

5 “Pits B, 1). . Es 9jf980° 
es. Jo. 


sate 
i cs 


2 
eSe Varndcll. Forwarded by —. ig Ae ome EQ § 


Sit» = a 
oD. °@ Fepors that Lose Livanoff qlied Mader: Janette 
alios Vietoria Seo. Alins Madar Dafin Desmond alges De uphine 
Jecrionde n for <ubile shovin=s em the eranins ied “he Pe THE0 
it Faris Thertve, "Prestidiv-itationsg" under the name or the 


| istter alias, assisted by THe Rosarics a Portucuecee 


Act | consa.net oF beings Mandeurfed rnd ttaced dito a 
twunity which wac locked and roped, and wlaced behind a curteined 


vbende Avter ea perica or Five minutes placcs were exchanled 
by ter and Rosarios 

Act II. Dauphine Desmonde appears on the stage in a 
bethin=: costume and is chained about the bedy, handcuffed and 


lesizoned, placed behind the said mentioned curtain,g and after 3 


a pericd of five minutes, extricated herself. 


Act IIT, Rosario appears as a Magacizny with a wand and} 
{ 


a pack of cards, he distributes cards about the audience, then 


calls for_a card nd at the same time will draw_the corresponding 


card from the packs 


__Act IV. Dauphine Desmonde appears as a witch and with the 


assistance of Rosarios is able to_tell what is being produced, 


2 
} 
i 
in the form of money, articles and writingse : ; | 


The handcuffs which are used, are oF the SeMePe types large 


_size, and Dauphine Desmonde's hands being very sma}} she is able 


to remove them very easlye As to the trunk, it is the usual sort 


with a sliding panel, the undersigned was able to obtain a : 


good view for when assistants were called for from the audiences, _ 
the undersigned went on the stagee 


Attached: Cutting from the Shanghai Sunday Times and mi 


ee gece 


File No. 
SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
Station, 
REPORT 
Date 19 

Subject fin full) 

Made by. Forwarded by 

Davy, Desmonde it e i i wuwpaticnse 


LIAKL oo OLE 


De ise 


27, 


JULY. 


SUNDAY_ TIMES, 


THE SHANGHAT 


TO-NIGHT 
Madame Desmonde the clever 
uppear at the Paris Theatre this evening at 9.16 


acts of magic are announced, including the magic trunk, freeing, 
Madame Dauphine 


AT PARIS 
Dauphine 


illusionist, will 
Marvellous 


herself from chains, thought reading, ete. 
ified many with her uncanny reading of past events 


has my 
Any questions that are asked hy the nudience to-night wilh be 
in envelopes and rifidential replies given thereta 


placed 


 XTRACT CCPY "“.0ll MASSAG? ESVADLISHLENTS 


Moo ©9 Avenve Hord is - Licenced boardins house owned by 
one named Mrse Ee i-ekkoty, Estoniang who sublets one room to 
Lire nd lr: Livenoff. lirse Livanoff alias Madam Ganette 
elics Victoris Seou elias Madar Da*in Desmord alleges to conduct 
amp ave estoblishment undes the name cr Madam Canette and 
Yortune Tellin’: under the name or Victoria Seoue Under the 
name of Madam Devtin Desmond, she conducts Prestidisitation 
“ith an assistant named TeEe Rosario,g 2 Portupuese, whose 
parents reside ~t the Pootuns Customs Housee Arreansements are 
bein.» maie by her with the Majestic Hotel Manasement to 
prpear ‘nere in pnublice Snquiries show that this establishment 


is cf the worst tyre, where immor 1 prictices =f every kind are 


committede 


2 No. 2_ ——_—iile-No, poeta 
20,000- *-30 
SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE, ,..-:4) sereene gee 
r] DAR CRAT hURIGIFAL “ 


REPORT sB. 
Date JULY BSg. 4 TQ GOs 


e 


; , as em ieee 
Subject (in full) Occupants of Noe 59 Avenue Roade x 7 eg 


Made-y _.. ... and : Forwarded by... DeSiele Duncane 


Sir, a ieee ee ee 


Herewith file on lL. and Mrse Livenoff who residg.  _ 
at Noe 59 Avenuc Roade Woe 59 is @ licensed boerdin:: 
house ovmed by a lirse Ee Mekkor, Estoniany who is 


considered respectablee Ptee Dele Maries ReAeclisCe 


who was arrested there on July 19th was introduced to 
lirse Mekkor by Mrs, Livanoff as an actor from America, 
While residin; there Murie save his name as Terance 


Reynoldse He spent most of his time in the company of 


Lire and lirse Livanoff and had his meals in their roome _ 


se es, |) ee 


De Se Ie 
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roe 44 fj : nut 


a f Kf Y 


PPA Fids an Ce) SIPEG 


For~ 


e Memorandum. 


POLICE FORCE, 


UNICIPAL COUNCIL, 
ga" ) Q : 7 7193 oO 
Ve 

Leo ar 


S88 £2 s2ef. 


EXTRACT FROM POLICE REPORT ON MASSAGE EST *¢BLISHMENTS ¢ 


No 59 Avenue Road is a licensed boarding house 
ovmed by one named Mrs. E. Mekkor, Estonian, who sub-lets 
one room to Mr. »nd Mrs. Livanoff. Mrse Livanoff alias 
Madam Ganette alias Victoria Seou alias Madam Dafin Desmond 
alleges to conduct a massage establishment under the name of 
Medam Ganette and Fortune Telling under the name of Victoria 
Seoue Under the name of Madam Dafin Desmond, she conducts 
Prestidigitation with an assistant named T.eEe Rosario, a 
Portuguese, whose parents reside at the Pootumg Customs House. 
Arrangements are being made by her with the Majestic Hotel 
Management to appear there in publice Enguiries show that 
this establishment is of the worst type, where immoral 


practices of every kind are committed. 


GHA) MUNICIPAL Pevice 
1 Se db. D. REGISTR 
No IQ 022° S:. es 


Dete. APavcosgnesiaZ’: 


May Bs 30-6 


I have the honour to acknowledge receipt 


of your letter, .io. 1234, dated spril 29, 1930, 
re,arding ‘ir. Nicolas Nicolaevitch Livanoff and his 
wife Mrs. Victoria Hugenie Livanoff, and to forward 
herewith a copy of an anonymous letter together with 
a copy of a volice report concerning these persons. 
Il have the honour to be, 


sir, 


Your ubedient vervant, 


ed 2 xs 


Deputy Conmiasioner 
(Crime & Special Branches) 


Consul-General for the Netherlands, 


Shanghaie 


ee ee Oe ee ae eee 


SiGe £2. 0S 


I have the honour to forward herewith, 

for your information, a copy of an anonymous letter 
received in respect of a ur. wicolas Nicolaevitch 
Livanoff and his wife lirsy. Victoria tugenie Livanoff 
alias Victoria seou, together with a copy of a 
Police report regarding these persozs. 

I have the honour to ve, 

sir, 


Your Obedient servant, 


Deputy Comuissioner 
(Crime < Special ranches) 


HeBel. Consul-General, 
Shanghai. 


306 


| 


ee anc 


pirse Victoria kugenie Livanoff alias Madan Ganette alias 


Victoria Seou. 


With reference to the attached anonymous letter, 
duquiries show that kirs. Victoria sugenie Livanoff alias 
wadan vanelte alias Victoria seou is a fortune teller and 
actress. she is a native of varsovie and was born in 1893. 
It is said that she has been married four times. ‘he first 
husband was sir. Korkine, a itussiau officer, who was killed 
during the Great ‘Yar, Second, Baron ‘oll killed during 
evolution. ‘third, Captain Koishi senoo of the Japanese 
army, who perished in 1923 during the earthquake in Japan. She 
sarried her present husband, Mr. N.N.- Livanoff in 1924 at 
vhanghai.e ohe left Russia in 1918 and until 1923 Jived in 
Harbin and Japan, and has visited most of the big towns in 
Cnina, including Shanghai, Trientsin, Hankow, Hongkong and 
Canton. oshe has a bad reputation and it is reported that 
informationgi obtained through fortune telling is used for 
blackmailing her clie..ts. cGhe also acts as a “go between" 
for men and women for imuoral purposes. 

sir. Bruce, Manager of shanghai Mercury Ltd, 14 Foochow 
Road, whose name is mentioned in this anonymous letter,knew 
¥ree Seou in Tientsin as a woman of bad reputation and was 
believed to be trafficking in women. Miss Fuller, Hritish, 
employed in the “Mercury” knew Mrs. Seou in Harbin in 1928. 
and came under Mrs. Seou's influence there. Mrs. Seou decided 
that they should leave Harbim for Shanghai, put vefore. searing 
Harbin, she took all Miss Vuller’s money and clethen, 
tried to change her British pasepert fer a tage a 


Miss Fuller knowns that Mrs. seou swindled many other girls 
by promising them to re,;ain their lost sweethearts etc. by 
her magic powers. 

‘uite probatly the anonymous letter has been written 
by iiss Suller who has sufficient reason to dislike Mrs. ‘eou. 
re Fog who is also mentioned in this letter is a Dane and 
resides at 2 toute Grouchy and has an office at No. 24 Kiukiang 
toad, where he carries on a fur merchants busiiess. tog 
recomiended lirs. Seou for a British visa to enable her to 
proceed to »ingapore and Colombo. 

Mrs. Seou is in possessiog of a German visa and her 
intention is to proc-ed to Berlin, Germany. she intends to 
give some perfor ance on her way to Germany which is the reason 
she has a,» ,liefi for a Netherlands visa for Dutch East Indies. 
She also ayvplied for British visa for Singapore and Colombo. 

It is not known that Mrs. seou is connected with Holshevik 
Comuunistic activities. 

Her husband, Mr. Nikolas Nikolaevich Livanoff, 
residing ut 59 Avenue Road, is a native if Varsovie, born in 
1y03, was educated at Habar.vek Cadet Corps School. He left 
tiwussia from Vladivostock in 1922 for Shanghai and was employed 
here by the Hussian Cadet Corps as assistant tutyfor. In 1925 
he left for Canton where he was employed by the Portuguese River 
Policee In 1924 he returned to Shanghai and set up a small ~ 
electric contractors business which lasted for about 6 months. 
afterwards he assisted his wife in her business of fortune 
telling. He is much junior to her and it is said he is abselute 
under her influence. It is net known that he is in any: 
connected with Bolshevik. 

Enquiries show that neither have nome oonvict 2 
in the International settlement or Freee; ncess 


This is a ltussian woman and her husband 
known as Mrs. Victoria Seou from Harbin and yrs 
in French Concession. she is working ayvainst the 
Jritish and her agencies in Caloutta. Her friend a big Dane 
named Foc or #ock, is her Noe © mine Sne also imports 
girls from Harbin, Kussian Siberia on comuission. 
Refer to Bruce of Times newspa;er and he known of her 
from ‘ientsin. 

vbout 5 wks ago she left ave Joffre house 
aid movee every few wks, now is trying to yurchase 
a passport to get to Hongkong, has a husband young cadet 
boy to * and Calcutta is her ouvject now. 

‘ith a few glasses of drinks in she tells 
lots. from one who know she is a trouble muker and 


Bolshevik she is Polish Jew only Kuskey by ‘sarriage. 
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Subject (in full) 


File No. 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


Yoreisn Section Sation, 
REPORT 
Date Lay 6, 1930 


Mre Nicolas Nicolaevitch Livanoff and his wife ilrse 


Victoria Nugenie Livanofi’ alias Victoria Seou.e 
& 


Made by..2e85e Tcheremshansky. Forwarded by Peo (kreetiam bac Oe © 3 


__ With reference to attached letter dated 


April 29th from the Consulate General fox the Netherlands 
~e? Mr. Nicolas Nicolaevitch Livanoff and his wife 

Mrse Victoria Eugenie Livanoff alias Victoria Seou, 
enquiries show that neither have bee: convicted in 

the International Set!lement ox French Concession, 

nor ar= they known to be connected with Communistic 
activities. However, as the attached report will 

show iirse Livanoff has a very bad reputation and is 


enjaced in all probability in “ite Slave traffice 


COPSULAAT-GENERAAL DER NEDERLANDEN 
VOOR MIDDEN-CHINA. 
TEL. AD. HOLLANDIA, 


No. van LL 


SHANGHAI, 2Sen April 19350. 
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Commiecicner of Eaolic Srtety ot tne z.unicipeliity of 


Greonter Shangnat on S April 1950, desire ta procsea to 


cor any in lJonnation 
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you mic.t orress conzsernin > these sersons ss records tnelr 
politica er morals. 
I have the nonour to be, ' 


(cb) ee 


Your obedient servent, 


36/|UF 


@ése Secretary 


R.C.Aiers, Esquire, 


Shanghai Municipal Council, 
Shanghai. 


| 
| A/Director of Criminal Investigation, 


2 File No. 
SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. ‘ 
DeghboueStation 
REPORT 
Date May Gy, I93 
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Subject fin full) Urse Vicloria Siysenie Livanoff alias Madan TJanet!e alias 


Victoria Seoue 


Made by... ese Te ers .7.. Bory e Forwarded by . 
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With. Ppeterense: Uo. Lie: ct te 


ee ee = as ah” ae. -~>+ ¥ _ 

inguivties show tint Lrse Victorin Cugenis Livanoff alias 

Ladan Janette alics Victoria Seou is a fortune teller und 
Se8sSe he if u nitive of Varsovie and was born in 1993. 


Th is said th t she has bemn married four timece Tye virsi 
husbeni was Ure Korkiney 2 Russian officer, who was killed 
duvins: the Great Varg Second, Baron Toll killed during 
Revolution. Third, Captain Koishi Senoo of the Japanese Army, 
wn perished in 1923 during the earthquake in J:pane She 
moervied her present husbands Mre Ne Livanoff in 1924 at 
Shanvhaie She i2ft Russia in 1918 -nd_uniil 1925 lived in 


Harbin and Japan, and hes visited most of the big towns in 


China, including Shanshai,y Tientsiny Hankow, Hongkong and 


Cantone She has a bad reputation and it is reported that 


information obtained through fortume telling is used for 


blackmailins her clients. She also acts as a "go between" 


for men and women for immoral purposeSe 


Mre Bruge, Manager of Shangnai Mercury Ltd, 14 Foechow 
Road, whose name is mentioned in this anonymous letter knew 


Mrs. Seou in Tientsin_as a woman of bad reputation and was 
believed to be trafficking in women. Miss Fuller, British, 


employed in the "Mercury" knew Mrse Seou in Harbin in 1928 


__ and came under Mrse Seou'ts influence there. Mrse Seou decided 


___that they should leave Harbin for Shan-hai, but before leaving 


Harbin, she took all Miss Fuller's money 2nd clothes, and 
tried to change her British passport for a Chinese one At 
Dairen Miss Fuller escaped from Mm Seou and made a complaing 


to the Japanese Police and Britigh . 


Japanese Police could take action = 20u le Da en 
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> 22 File No. 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
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Station, 


REPORT 
Date 19 


Subject fin full) -2°- 


Made by 2. - Forwarded by 
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‘ite prolnbiy the aunonywoiws Ggt's° has been written 
ty Tes Ruane To Nas su fh seat megan 4+) dislixe lrs, Seoue 


live To who is rlso mentioned in this letter is a Dane “nd 


lag at 2 Route trouchy and has on office at Noe 2a Kinkians 
a —T 


oad, vhere He eacries on a fur merchants busincesse Foy 
-umiended? Merse Seou ‘or 2 Driticsh vista to eusble her to 4 
x 
proceed 'o Singapore sn. Coloudde 3 
s lirse Seo is in possession of 1 Terman visa snd YE ae a 
intention is to proceed to Berling Germanye She intends to 4 


. 
f 
‘ive some erformence on her way to Termany which is the reagon | 
‘ 


she has spplied for a Netherlands visa “or Dulth Bast Indiase =] 


She also szpplied for British visa for Singapore .ni Colomboe __ 


It is not imown that Lise Seou is connected with Bolshevik 


Communistic activitiese ee = ae 


Yer husband, Mre Nixolas Nikolaevich lLivanoff, residing 


at 59 Avenue Rowd, is a native of Varsovie, born in 1905.5 ee 


was educated at Mabarovsk Cadet Corps School, He left Russia 


_ from Vladivostok in 1922 for Shanghai and was employed here . 


by the Russian Cadet Corps as assistant tutore In 1923 he _ 
___ left for Canton where he was employed by the Portuguese River 
Police, In 1924 he returned to Shonghai and set up a small 


electric contractors business which lasted for about 8 monthBe 


Afterwards he assisted his wife in her business of fortune 
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Shanghai 


eZ 


September 16th, 192 6e 
REPORT ON Mre & Mree Livanoff alias Mr. & Mrse Seou absconding 
from Kulinge 


Made by DeSeIe MacDermott horwarded by C1. D. SUPERINTONDENT 


sir, 

Reference attached letter of september 10th 1926 from 
pupt. of Police, Kiukiang, we can take no action in the 
absence of complairtfrom mr. Dunne, Kuling, and proper warrant 
from the Chinese Authorities. 

Pending such Authority, 1 beg to suggest the attached 


correspondence, etc. be filed. 


I am, Sir, 


Your opedient servant, 


De Oo Te 


UKIANG MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 


Ae. eG 
Sir:- 


I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour 
of the 4th. inst., with reference to a telegram sent by me 
for the detention of a Palmist by the name of LIVANOFF. 


The telegram was sent to you in compliance 
with a telephone message received Bp.me from P.E.Dunn, of 
the Kuling Hotel at Kuling, from which the Limanoffs had 
escaped leaving un-paid accounts to the extent of about 
One hundred and sixty dollars Mex; and in explanation I 
enclose ’sepy of a letter sent by me to Mr. Dunn. 


You are doubtless aware of the nondescript 
and unconstitutional status of the Kuling Betate, and the 
almost complete impotence of their Police Authority to 
protect residente there. 


Mr. Dunn notified me that he was applying for 
a Warrant from the Chinese Authorities, and that the Ina- 
pector of Police in Kuling was sending you details of the 
charge made against the Livanoff's, and also information 
regarding several je y roberries there. 


I have héwever received no confismation, fron 
Kuling that any effective action has been takey by the 
Police Authority there, end as the offence, if agy, whe 
not committed here in this Concession I am powgrilees to 
exceed the action I have already taken, and £ kave eal 
mended Mr. Dunn to place,the matter in the hands’ of & | 
Shanghai Barrister so ae,communicate with you direct if 
desired. | 


I have algo advised Mr. Dunn that the Livanoffs 
are in Shanghai. 


Yours faithfully, 


Commissioner of Police, 


Criminal Investigation Depertsent, | 
Munioipailil Poilieseasa, 


31st of Auguat, 26. 


~, 
ow 


P. E. Dunn, Esquire, 
THE KULING HOTEL, KEULING, 


Dear Sir; 


Your letter of even date just to hand, the contents of which 
hme deen duly noted; and in reply I beg to state that sueh steps will be 
_ tegen as to insure that if the eougle who are travelling wider the name 
WreroRIA SEOU, ee ee &, Mrs, Seeu, showlé enter this Cencession thay 
wall be detained, and immediate informtieon will be sent te yeu; but in 


tt meantime you should apply te the Chimese Loeal % Kiukiang Authorities 


ANE ey 


" (aitlill| @ Warrant fer their apprehension em Native-seil, as detention here is 


cd 


I wave already sent Agemts te watch all Steamers, 


eat 


With eensent of H.B.M.Commul I shall motify the mative Police 


a Ne rH agg 


September 4, 


Dear Sir, 


A telegram, copy of which 1s attached, 
has reached me from Kiukiang- 

Ae it has not deen confirmed by letter, 
I should be obliged if you would be good enough 
to inform me if it was despatched by yourself. 

A palmiet bearing the name referred 
to has arrived here and is now staying at a 


house in the French Concession. 


Yours faithfully, 


_ 


Gommissioner of Police. 


Superintendent of Police, 
KIUKIARHG. 


rn 


Made by 


Shanghai Municipal Police. 


Hongkew Station, 


Sept mber 2yg9g 6 


REPORT ON. Telegram from nese RAD 
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P.C.c.Boulanin horwarded by 
a # 
Sir:- a: 
T beg, to report that the pverson nemed in the e'tached 
telepram,recoived by me from D.S.T.achNermott,namod “Livanoff 
alias Viactoria Seou" is a female fortune teller,and is now 
living at No 10 AmmmmgmAvenue Joffre,Peassage No 532. She is 


Russian and arrived here from nuling on 1/9/'26.She intends 


carrying on fortune-telling (palmistry etc,) at the esbove addresae 


I am 


' i! | sir 


Yours Obediently, 


JA, SS anlar, 
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REPORT Cate ae 


Subject. LES. Ve ee ee ee ee Toll = 


present activities, 


Made by. D. Sis, Ds *rokofiev. Forwarded by D.I. Crawford. 


-nquiries resarding the exact nature of busi- 
ness conducted by Ers. foll at the "Shanghai bureau of 
business Service",159 Pexing Road, show that the bsureau 
shores an office on the second floor of the building 
with two small Chinese firms - 4h Wong © Co. and nong 
Young “ ¥o., and pays #20 per month for the part of the 
office it occupies. Vtherwise there seems to be no con- 
nection between the Dureau and these firms. 

+he enterprise is operated as an employment bu- 
reau . “hen registering with the Bureau applicants for 
employment pay ¥3.VO registration fees for each period 
of € months. +t appears that,if an employment is found 
for an *pvolicant thus registered, he must pay to the 
Bureau 10% of his first monthly wages or a lump sum 
the amount of which is agreed upon by the parties concer- 
ned. +he majority of the clients are reported to be of 
the Russian nationality. 

“rg. Toll is known to have mentioned recently 
that she is engaged in the "shipping business” at pre- 
sent, under which term,it sppears, she mnderstands the 
recruiting of sailors etc. for the crews of various 
ships. ‘+n view of her well established reputation of 
a brothel keeper it is difficult to believe that she 
has entirely abandoned her former activities and does 
not assist her former male and female clients by fur- 
nishing information required by them. «nm enquiry by 
phone as to whether or not the bureau undertakes mis- 


sions of a “delicate nature” was promptly replied in 
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i 
the af°irmative and was foliowed by an invitation to 
call at the bureau for further particulars. However, 
nothing definite has been ascertained on this point. 

*t is of interest to note that in luy,1939 
three femle avants of hrs. Yoll,who at that time con- 


ducted the so-called *oreign Xefugees »~mployment Su- 
reau“ at 330 Szechuen oad, acted as ugents for the Ja- 


panese Genaarmerg (| C.1, Misc. file No. 52/39 ). 


Dis: Se De 


4“. C. ( Special Branch ) 


RST, 


; Registrstion #orm of the 
Shanghai Sureay of Susiness Service. 
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WAHXAAM BIOPO O® BUSHEC CEPBAC 
NPQCNT CPONNe Aeutees BACHOS, Sanneanaux 
noverapos ws marpaces. 159 Peking Road 

2-8 stam, ei8or 


THE SHANGHAI bURESU OF pUSinESS SEKVICH 
> embers registerec es fireren snd sailors are 


recuested to c#ll ;t the bureau witnout delry. 


159 FkFeking Rotd, 2nd Floor. 


MRS. E. V. P. TOLL 
General Manager 
The Shanghai Bureau of Business Service 


159 Peking Road 
Shanghai 


